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Scintillating high-performdnce road burner: good brakes,
excellent rider comfort and docile traffic md.nners

lN 85 m.p.h. top,geor spreod speoks
!l volumes for the troctobility oft r o sporting engine. And on top of this
the 645 c.c. B.S.A. Rocket Gold Stor hos
efrortless, surging occelerotion through
the geors ond o tireless 90 m,p.h. cruising
goit, The moximum of 105 m.p.h. obtoined
on test could certoinly hove been bettered hod
the November weother been co-operotive.

The stondord Super meter ore inherited from
Rocket engine, lyith com- the Gold Stqr.
.pression rotio rqised from For production-mochine
8,25 to 9 to'1, ls housed in rocing, the full ronge of
q Gold Stor frqme. Gold Stqr extrqs qnd o
Norrow, chromium-ploted trock silencer, soid to
mudouqrds. four-oqllon boost power output by
petroi tonk with snoi fitt"t, ' 

b'h'p', ore qvqiloble'

rubber ooiters ond Although most of lts con-

chromed d-ust covers on temPorory rivols boost twln
-:" _: _- ---:_ -_. - - : ' corburettors for moximum per-
the front fork qnd mqtch- formqnce, the Rocket Gold Stor
lng speedometer ond rev- hor d single Amol Monobloc.
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This is perhops one of the prime
foctors in the slYeetn€ss of
corburotlon ot the lorver end
of the scole.

From tickoYer dt 800 r.p.m.,
the engine onswered the throttle
crisply ond instdntdneously, pro-
vided the ignition lever wos
used intelligently. From 1,500
r.p.m., beefy, usoble polYer wqs
on top right up to the monu-
foctürers' recommended ceiling
of6,800 r,p.m., dtwhich,{6 b,h.p.
is developed,

ctosE RAilos
Gold Stdr close-rotio geoas

ore employed; o bottom rdtio of
8.39 to I necessitoted slipping
the clulch to preYent the r.p,m.
dropping below 1,500. Above
15 m.p.h., the clutch could be
lgnored ond the ignition leYer
groduolly moved to the fully
odvonced position. (Fhe 10-to-
30 m.p,h. dccelerotion figure in

the performdnce doto \,Yos

obtoined with the ignition fully
retdrded ot 10 m.p.h.)

Although 1oo-octone petrol
wos used, pinking w6s dudible
if the throttle wos opened hord
on full odvonce ot ony engine
speed.

Moving the ignition leYer to
the one-third-retord position
mode it possible tothreod dense
trof{ic in o docile monner, but
top wds not engdged in 30
m.p.h.-limit oreos. lt rvos dfter
the derestriction signs thot the
model reolly gothered itself up.

The close-rotio geors meont
o drop of only 1,000 r.p.m. be-
tween first ond second, 800
between aecond dnd third ond
,100 between third ond top. As
).ou might guess, occelerotion
tvos exceptionolly ropid---guor-
onteed to sotisfy the most
hordened enthusiost.

The delightfully subdued
drone fröm the sidrnesed ex-
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houst system ollotyed full use of
the performdnce without feor
of cdusing offence. Becouse o,
the wide spreod of power, up-
word geor chonges were
normdlly mode ot 5,,100 r.p.m.-
rdther thon ot the ceiling of
6,800---+quivolent to o cor-
rected 50 m.p.h. in bottom,66
in second ond 80 in third, The
speedometer reod o constont
4 m.p.h. fost.

Tweoking the twistgrip holf
wsy continued the rush of the
speedometer needle round to
the 85 mork. The oppallingly
poor lYeother during the test
period-<ontinuous roin ond
mist-dictoted c.uising speeds
no higher thdn 85 to 90 m.p.h.

A furthe. tweok ofthe grip ot
ninety unleoshed o fresh surge
of power until the needle wos

Gr5

hoverlng neor the mogic 100,
but to ochieye o genuine "ton"
it wos necessory to chin the tonk
toP.

Whll. not in the turbin€-
smooth cot€gory, the power
unit wos no roughea thon
one would cxpect of o ver.
ticol twin with high-kick
pistons, ond wdg comm6nd.
obly frce of ony noticeoble
Yibrotion pe.iod.

COOI CLUTCH

ln spite of being continuolly
slipped in troffic, the clutch
showed neYer the slightest sign
of prot€st. Even ofter six full-
throttle stonding sto.ts, when
the perfo.monce flgures were
being obtained, only on in-
significont omount of free ploy

xryt§t @r§*§1ry§!!§e.{§1|i{d',e!.t .:rar:.,.rtrd§\6r§rr{,r,,:et !'.§ .&,.-,..-!;,,§*ri, oppeored ot the clutch leyer;
this free movement disoppeored
os the plotes cooled,

The geor chonge wos light
ond crisp in movement ond
Posirive dt oll times; neutrol
wos eosil, selected from bottom
or second.

After the front wheel hod
been bolonced dnd both wheels
correctly dligned, steering ond
hondling were of true spofting
closs. Stroight-oheod steering
wos precise up to 90 m.p.h. but
then become progressively
lighte. until ot mdximum speed,
105 m.p,h. on o wet rodd, the
front whe€l tended ro wdnder
slightly. Tightening down the
steering domper efiected q
Portiol cure.

ilO BRArc FADE
Roddholding ond stobility un-

der normol conditions ollowed
high overoge speeds to be
mointoined sdfely. Stiffening
the oction of the front fork
would probobl), eliminote o
tendency for slight rollihg on
fost (orners.

As befts such o high-per-
{ormonce mode!, both brdkes
were light in operotion ond
extremel). powerful. lnitiolly,
dust in the drum coused loud
squeoling from the front broke.
ln spite of repeoted hord dppli-
cotion lrom moximum speed,
neither broke showed ony ten-
denc, to fode, nor were they
offected by prolonged riding in
heovy roin.

0old §lur &

lV?olbe. (ond;t;ons,,i.ere

Comücstion rotio of thc cngire is boostcd to I to I
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fhe shorpened Srpe. Roc,Gt
engine is housed in o Cold Stor

duplexloo» ftone
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(Obtoircd o. the rvotor Indc.r, A.re..n Ar.ciotio. s
pwins ercund at Lin.ll.r, L.icest tshn .)

iI EAN MAX I M U M § PE ZO t .Bottom 63 n,p.h. ;
.s&ond 83 h.p.h. :,thnd 101 h.p.h.;top 103 n.p.h.
.At 6,800 t.D.n.. ndkets reonnend,tion.

HIGHEST ONE-WAY SPEED. 105 m.D.h.
(condirionsi slishr tail wind, h@ty oin: tidet
wedr,ng lwo-p,ec. suit ond ov.räoots).

ITEAN ACCELERATIONT
1O-m n.bh. 29-44 m.D.h- ]o-50 n.p,h,

Amron ?.P.

,{

The model wos supplied lvith
o down-turned touring hondle-
bor. This brought too much
weight to beor on the rider's
s.rists, porticulorly in troffic, so
o more comfortoble position
v.os obtoined by reversing the
bqr. A sotisfoctoD/.ompromise
v.ould be o shorte., stroighter
borto provide sljghtly more for-
word leon without lowering the

DE-IUXE SEATING
All controls were well

ploced for eose of op€rotion
ond o ieosonoble rongc of
odiustments is ollowed. A
more prominent dipswitch
lever would hove been pr€-
ferrcd-

Well shoped ond deeply up-
holstered, the duol-seot pro-
vided exceptionol comfort no
motter whdt mileoge wos being
covered. lt did not need o very
long run in the roin, however,
to proYe the drowbock of o
norrow sPorts front mudguord

-the dmount of rood tilth thot
blows bock on the mochine ond
rider.

Lighting wos odequote for
mile-o-minute cruising ofter
dork ond the dipped beom lYos
sotisfoctor"y. Loud enough for
iounts obou! tolYn, the horn
would hove to be more pene-
troting to be much use during
fost, op€n.rood touring.

Accessibility for routine moin-
tenonce tosks wos good, but the
tool kit did not include o
sponner for odjusting the reor
wheel. The roll-on centre stond
required only moderote effort
to oPerote, büt its feet were too
shorp; porking ploces hod to be
corefull)r chosen, for the legs
would groduotl). dig into tor-
moc. A prop stond is ovdildble

The Rock€t Gold Stor,
then, is thot rore bird, u
high-performonc6 motorwoy
express which is olmost
equqlly ot home in less excit.
ing urboD surroundings.

M@n sp..d at ehd of eüorterhite fron Mt:
M@ntine rd.ovet ttondins guonernile:15 se..

PETROL CONSUI.IPYION. At 40 m.t.h.,
82 n,p,s.: dt 50 n,D,h ,71 n,D.!,; ot @ n-D-h,
66 n,o,o.: ot 70 n.b.h.,61 m.b.a.

BRAKING: Irom 30 n.p.h. to rert,39ft G!tfa..

TURNING CIiCLE: ,Jfi 6i".
lrllNlHUl.t NON-SNATcH SPEED. T9 m.p.h.

intop s.ot (isnition fully tetard.d).
WETGHT PER C.C.t 0.61tb.

''fhat's the oir,
vtho pocked Ä; up

giya up notor
cyalinq"

ENGINE: 8.5.4. 616 c.c. lToxUnn) oveth.od-vdtv. t*in.
Crunkthdft slrron d in Dldin b@tins on timinq side dnd a
boll bedtihs on dtiv. §id.: pldin bis-.nd beotinss. Lisht-olloy
.flihd.t h.od; conprctsiot totio 9 to 1. Ory-runp lubti.otion;
oil-tonk cd|o.itr 5+ pinrs.

CARBURETTOR: A60l Monoblo.; oit slid. op.tdte.l by

IGNITION ond LIGHTINGT lucos ndgn.ro with non!.ttr
oqc.oted ddvance dml rctod; Lu.os drnono chotsihs 6-volr,
lj onP-hout bduery rhroush rohoe.-coAttol tesulorot. Lucos
7in-dion.t t h@dtomp with prefocls tiaht uoit.

TRANSniISSION: B,S,A. folts|eed seot box. C.at rclios:
bottom 8.39 to 1; s*ond 6.3,{ to 1:thnd 5.25 to 1} top 1.781o 1.
Multnplote clur.h with bonded fti.tioh fo.inst. Ptiao.y chdin,
+x0,305n tn I'sht-allor otl-bath cds.. 

^car 
(hdin. I x lh Biü

suad oret top tun. Ensina t,p,n. dt 30 m.p,h. in rop gcot, 1,850,

FUEL CAPACITY: , sdllons.
TYREST Dun,opj frcnt. 3,25x19in tibbe<l ; rcor, 3,50 x19in.

!ßA rES ! 8,r-di.met.r fron t,7in-didnetet rcot : frnset ddjun ß.
SUSPENSION! BS,A, tel.s.opic ftunt fotk virh hydtdüli.

dorpine, Pivot d redt fo* .onlrolled bf Cnllns tht@-Fosition
.Ptihe-o n<Lhyd toul i. uA its.

WHEELBASET tli" unloden. Grcund cl@tdl.e,6+h unlad.t.
S@t h.isht, 31 i d unl od.n.

wElGHT. 415 /b fully .quipp.l .nd with futt oit tonk dnd
opptorihoteu holf d sotton of 9.ttot.

l.lAl(ERS : B.5.,4.MororCl.les,Ltd.,Atnoury Rodd,Bnn i aghdn 1 1.

DE§CRIPTTON: norot Cycte,E F.btudtr 1962.
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